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Happy New Year!

SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss
NNaammee::______________________________________________________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss::____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy::____________________________________________SSTT::________________________ZZiipp____________________________

Send an $18 check to: 
TThhee CCoouunnttrryy RReeggiisstteerr ·· 1122883355 KKiisskkaa SStt.. NNEE ·· BBllaaiinnee,, MMNN 5555444499
If you want to pay by credit card, please call 763-754-1661!

GGeett oonnee yyeeaarrss wwoorrtthh ooff ppaappeerrss ffoorr oonnllyy $$1188!!
Kim Keller, Publisher
12835 Kiska St. NE
Blaine, MN 55449
763-754-1661

minnesota@countryregister.com
www.countryregister.com/mn

Minnesota’s Guide to Specialty Shopping & Fun Events

Gift Certi;cate Drawing Form
To enter, complete form andmail to:

The Country Register
12835Kiska St NE
Blaine, MN55449

All questionsmust be answered to qualify.

Name:_____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City:_____________________State:_______Zip:_________
Favorite Shop Advertised:____________________________
My Favorite Shop because:____________________________
__________________________________________________
My Favorite Country Register Feature(s):________________
_________________________________________________
Found this issue at:__________________________________
Regular reader?_______________1st time reader?________
Do you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?________
What stores would you like to see in The Country Register?
(include town)______________________________________
__________________________________________________
Please make sure to tell the shop owners you saw their ad in
The Country Register! It’s the only way they know you saw them
here and that their advertising dollars work!

Win a $25 Gift Certificate!
Each issue we give away a $25 gift certiDcate to YOUR favorite shop!

Just Dll out the form below to entered in the drawing. (one per person please)

JF18

470-2597

, 602-942-8950
ky, 602-942-8950

N

CANADA
Alberta: Ruth Burke, 780-889-3769
British Columbia: Bryan Stonehill, 1-800-784 6711
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, 306-736-2441
Ontario: Harriet Ramos,  613-424-6420 

And the Winners Are...
Susie Merrill of Bovey, MNwon a $25 gift certi&cate to TThhee QQuuiilltteedd DDoogg in

Cloquet, MN. Susie says TThhee QQuuiilltteedd DDoogg is her favorite shop because they are very
friendly and have a great variety of fabric!

Congratulations!
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365 New Days - 365 New Chances

Blue Earth................................................................9
Cannon Falls.......................................................8&20
Cloquet......................................................................16
Downsville, WI............................................................4
Duluth........................................................................17
East Grand Forks.....................................................18
Eden Valley................................................................12
Ellsworth, IA..............................................................5
Foley...........................................................................12
Garden City.................................................................4
International Falls....................................................17
Kiester.......................................................................9
Kimball.......................................................................12
Lake City...................................................................6
Lone Rock, IA..............................................................4

Litchfield.....................................................................13
Madison, WI.................................................................8
McGregor..................................................................15
New Ulm...................................................................10
Nisswa........................................................................15
Oklee.........................................................................18
Sandstone.................................................................16
Sherburn...................................................................9
St. Cloud....................................................................13
Tomah, WI.................................................................8
Waseca...................................................................8
White Bear Lake.......................................................14
Wilmar........................................................................12
Winona......................................................................7
Worthington.............................................................11

City Listing

JJaannuuaarryy
7........................................................Asteria Quilt Walk - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn
26-28......................................................Winter Retreat - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn
27.....................Support Your Local Quilt Shop - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball
28...............................................................................Pro Bolt Sale - Quilted Dog - Cloquet
30-Feb 3......................5 Year Anniversary Event - Sewing Seeds Quilt Co. - New Ulm

FFeebbrruuaarryy
1-15..........................We Love Our Cusomers Red Dot Sale - Just Sew Studio - St. Cloud
4.............Super Bowl Sunday Pick Your Own Discount - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball

Special Events

Back Porch Break
by Nancy Parker Brummett

Happy Fresh Year!
New snow. The first rays of dawn. A crisp

apple. We appreciate all these things and more
because they are fresh—unspoiled and full of
promise. Should we appreciate this fresh, new year any less?

The problem many of us have is not how to appreciate the freshness of the new
year, but how to keep it fresh. A diet that includes plenty of healthy fruits and
vegetables is always a good idea, but that alone won’t sustain freshness in our
hearts and minds. No amount of Tupperware® or Saran Wrap® will do the job
either. We have to make a conscious effort to keep things fresh all year long—
beginning with our own attitudes.

What comes to mind when you think of celebrating and sustaining freshness in
your life? I’ll list just a few thoughts in hopes of motivating you to think of more:

Fresh marriage. My husband and I have been married almost 30 years, but I
never want to take God’s gift of a second, redemptive marriage for granted. I’m
going to look for ways to keep our love fresh as we move toward a time of life
neither of us has experienced before—to be open to new places, energizing
experiences, and different living arrangements.

Fresh work. I need to return to an old project with renewed energy. Writing a
new book is a creative exercise with all the joys and angst of birthing a baby. I
want to keep my work fresh—to use more primary resources and less of my tried-
and-true secondary ones. To think thoughts I’ve never had and use vivid, descriptive
words so that I deliver a fresh manuscript to the publisher.

Fresh friendship. This year I want to be totally present with friends old and new.
To truly listen when they speak and find a fresh level of intimacy with each one.
Friendship is a treasure to cherish—and keep fresh.

Fresh faith. A new year means beginning a new daily devotional, but what else will
be fresh about my faith? According to Isaiah 43:18-19, we can always count on the
Lord to bring freshness and renewal. The Lord said through Isaiah, “Forget the former
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do
you not perceive it?” I don’t want to miss any fresh, new thing the Lord wants to do
in me this year. In fact, I want to recapture the freshness of the hour I first believed.

How about you? How will you keep 2018 fresh until the last day of December?
May you have a happy, healthy new year—and may it stay fresh!

Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado Springs, CO. “Like” her author
page on Facebook, or to learn more about her life and work, visit www.nancyparkerbrummett.com.
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www.RedBarnRetreats.com 
51654 164th St.  

Garden City, MN 56034 
866-430-1717  

Email: Marty@RedBarnRetreats.com 
 

... a place of peace and joy!
Quilting Retreats • Scrapbooking Retreats

Crafting Retreats • BusinessMeetings • Family Groups

Overnight accommodations for 10 people!
• Large cu*ing table and ironing board
• Spacious
• Sound system
• Quiet and peaceful
• Large screen movie projector
• Comfortable
• 3 bathrooms with showers
• 3 private bedrooms
•Wireless internet

                        2605 90th Ave, Lone Rock, IA 50559 
Phone 515-570-9625 

www.quiltedsteeple.com 
info@quiltedsteeple.com 

 

The Quilted Steeple  

A Quilting and Crafting Retreat located in 
heritage farm country of Northwest Iowa  

Book your retreat now! 

Woodland Ridge Retreat 
A place to create and be inspired  

with the comforts of a boutique hotel 
Joins for our Knitting and Quilting Workshops 

www.woodlandridgeretreat.com 

E4620 County Rd C   
Downsville, WI   
715.664.8220 
Contact us to book your stay 
1 hour east of the Twin Cities 

Open 44 weeks per year 
Individual rates  

Light bright crafting rooms 
Eight deluxe guest rooms sleeping 24 
Located on one level - ADA accessible 

A Tourof Minnesota’s State Parks
Winter in Minnesota’s State Parks

January and February bring lots of snow and lots of cold days. Don’t let this cold
weather keep you from getting out and enjoying the beauty Minnesota has to offer
in the winter months. Plenty of the state parks plow or pack miles of trails for winter
hikers. Snowshoeing, snowmobiling, ice fishing and cross country skiing are a few
more winter activities you can enjoy in the Parks. Whatever your choice of out door
activity may be you are bound to find it in the parks!

CCaannddlleelliigghhtt EEvveennttss: If candlelight
events are not already an annual tradition
for you, let this be the year you get out
and enjoy a new winter experience!
Short, easy trails will be lit with lanterns
and/or luminaries. Afterward, warm up
with refreshments by the fire. Just a 
reminder that anyone over 16 years old
must have a ski pass when using groomed cross country ski trails in state parks or
state forests.

IIccee FFiisshhiinngg: A few of Minnesota’s
State Parks offer great ice fishing programs
for some hands-on experience. You can
even ice fish for free in most state parks!
A couple programs offered this winter are
“Brrrmidji Kids Can Ice Fish”, “Parent and
Child Ice Fishing”, “Pond Life Through the
Ice” and “Ice Fishing Frenzy”.  Make sure to review ice safety before heading out!

SSnnoowwmmoobbiilliinngg: Living in Minnesota we are lucky to have a vast network of snow-
mobile trails in the State Parks! There are over 22,000 miles of groomed trails!
21,000 miles of those trails are maintained by local snowmobile club volunteers!

SSnnoowwsshhooeeiinngg: A fun winter activity that gets all ages outdoors is snowshoeing.
You can enjoy all of Minnesota’s State
Parks while snowshoeing! The only 
limitation is trails that are specifically
groomed for another activity like skiing
or snowmobiling. 

FFaatt BBiikkiinngg: A pilot project this winter
is to help people find a safe and appropriate
place to ride fat bikes. Groomed snow-
mobile and ski trails may look appealing, but most of these trails are not open to
other uses due to safety. Split Rock Lighthouse, Cuyuna Country State Recreation
Area, Jay Cooke State Park, Fort Snelling
State Park, Bronk Unit-Richard J. Dorer
Memorial Hardwood State Forest and
Douglas State Trail all have trails that are
recommended and welcome fat bikes.

Get out this winter and find a new
activity to enjoy outside. Always check
the State Parks website for open and
closed trails, snow pack and snow conditions, groomed trail conditions.

Information from www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks. Visit the website for more information, pictures, hours and fees.

LLoorrdd,,

AAss II llooookk ttoowwaarrdd tthhee nneeww
yyeeaarr,, bbee mmyy vviissiioonn ssoo tthhaatt II
ccaann ppllaann aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo YYoouurr
hheeaarrtt aanndd nnoott jjuusstt mmyy oowwnn..

-- CChhrriissttaann TTooddaayy
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Mended Hearts Quilting
&Boutique

3212 330th St • Ellsworth, IA 50075 • 515-836-4280

Hours: M-F 10-6 • Sat 10-2 www.mendedheartsquilting.com Find us on
Facebook!

Visit Iowa’s Newest Quilt Shop!

1mile East of I-35, Exit 133
Celebrate“HeartMonth”withus inFebruary!
Stop inanytimeduringFebruary toget the

fantastic savings!
Make sure to check ourwebsite formore info!

The Dropped Stitch
by Sharon Greve

Let’s Talk Mohair
Many knitters shy away from Mohair. For

centuries Mohair has proven its luxurious
appearance, softness, and durability. Yet, we
seem intimidated by this fiber even though we
admire finished Mohair projects of others.

Mohair has a hidden knitting secret—the
number of stitches and the number of rows
does not control garment size, as other yarns
(wool, silk, cotton, and linen) do. Instead a
Mohair sweater’s size is regulated by needle
size: big needles make a big sweater; small needles make a small sweater. This is
due to the Mohair’s forgiving nature that fills in the spaces between the stitches.
Once a pattern is designed, the size is adjusted to needle size. This technique
makes it possible for knitters of various skill levels to create or adjust patterns. To
stop Mohair filaments from flying, store the yarn in the ‘fridge until needed as cold
makes the fiber stand up. A strand of other yarn carried with the Mohair gives more
body to the project.

The word “mohair” is derived from a Turkish word which means “the best or selected
fleece”. Mohair is the fleece of the Angora goat whose origin is unknown. The Angora
goat’s history wasn’t recorded until 1584 when a pair of goats was sent to the Holy
Roman Emperor, Charles V. Turkey protected the Angora goat until the 16th century.
When a Dutchman discovered the goat’s exceptional fleece quality, the goat became
almost extinct as demand exceeded supply because the fiber was spun by women
for their families only. As a result, the Turks crossed the Angora goat with the native
Kurdish goat, but the demand dropped because of the poor fleece quality.

In 1835 England pressured Turkey to lift the exportation ban on Angora goats,
making Mohair widely known in the form of spun yarn throughout Europe.
Exportation failed, though, due to the delicate nature of the goats as the Angora
thrives in a warm, dry climate. Angora goats came to the United States by accident
from Turkey, mistaken as Cashmeres. It wasn’t until 1853 that Rich Peters of Atlanta
discovered his three goats were really Angora goats. The news traveled so fast that
one goat sold for $1,500 and another for his weight in silver.

Today Angora goats are world-wide: Argentina, Australia, Lesotho, Turkey, South
Africa, and Texas. The first two shearing sold as “kid Mohair,” the first fleece that
sells at the highest price. Each animal provides the average two kilos of short hair,
but the total Mohair output is only one quarter of one percent of all natural fibers.
A single hair is shaped like a slippery bamboo pole, making it difficult to handle.
Skilled craftsmen sort, wash, comb, spin, and weave the fleece fibers. More time
spent in processing Mohair, the better the product.

Mohair garments can be hand washed with a liquid detergent in lots of water.
Squeeze it gently, don’t rub or allow soaking. Rinse in plenty of warm water the
same temperature as the washing water. Fabric conditioners can be added to the
final clear water rinse. Squeeze out as much water as possible before rolling the
garment in a clean towel for more squeezing. Lay the wet garment on a dry towel
away from direct sunlight and reshape it. When dry, restore the fluffiness of Mohair
with a soft brush drawing up the fibers or warm air blowing from a hairdryer
through the garment backside. Store the garment folded, never on a hanger that
causes misshaping. A washing machine with a wool wash program may also be
used. Spinning removes the maximum amount of water. Avoid dry-cleaning if extras
(beads, buttons, ribbons, etc.) have been added. 

Mohair yarn is available combined with cotton, wool, nylon, and acrylic in a
variety of colors and thicknesses. It knits up quickly, is soft and silky, tough and
warm, and springs back into shape after each wearing.

Be shy no more! Choose Mohair as your chosen fiber for a warm but lightweight
garment, scarf, or cowl for winter wear.

Mohair—be mine! 
©2018 Sharon Greve Contact castonshar@charter.net  No reprint without permission.

BEYOND THE BADGE, 1881-1949, Law and Disorder, Durango, CO, @www.mariasbookshop.com
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PPuummppkkiinnbbeerrrryy SSttiittcchheess

AA QQuuaaiinntt LLiittttllee QQuuiilltt SShhoopp

FFaatt TTuueessddaayyss! Buy 4 Fat Quarters get one Free!

108 E. Lyon Ave • Lake City, MN 55041 
651-345-2573

Hours: Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Gift 
Certificates
available!

�� 20% off one Item
Expires 2/28/18

Your One Stop
Quilt Shop

Gift Certificates Available
Classes Offered

(651) 345-3958
TF(800) 233-9549

106 South Lakeshore Drive
Lake City, Minnesota 55041

www.ratherbeequilting.com

• 100% Cotton Fabrics
• Quilting Tools &Notions
• Books and Patterns

M-Sat 9am - 5pm
Sunday Closed

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe
by Ann Stewart

From ER to “Star” to Police Car
On the morning I was supposed to fly to Nashville, I awakened at 2:40 am with a

piercing double ear infection. Stars in the Grass was a finalist for Best Debut Novel at
the Christy Gala; but after googling AIR TRAVEL and EAR INFECTIONS, my trip was up
in the air. At the local ER, the doctor stood back and grimaced, “You know you have
pink eye going on, too.” She then left and returned with five medications, explaining,
“You have to go. I googled you and watched your book trailer and it’s really good.” 

Though the 8 am flight was painful, by 8 pm it was a distant memory at the Grand
Gala. My friend and I felt like imposter Nobodies in a candy store scooping up all
the freebies and meeting the famous. After a sit-down dinner, the awards began. 

Presenters announced the award-winning novels by reading their opening lines.
Suddenly I realized that the presenter for my category was Author Beth Moore
herself. As she began reading, I did not recognize the words. I had lost. But then
the words felt somehow familiar. “That’s my book,” I mouthed to “Michelle” in a
daze. But M didn’t look happy, staring at me uncomfortably, with a look that said,
“This is awkward. How do I tell her that’s not her book?” Then I turned to my
publisher, “That’s my book,” and received the same sympathetic look. We all knew it
wasn’t the Prologue, we just didn’t prepare to hear Chapter 1. 

“And the winning novel is Stars in the Grass by Ann
Marie Stewart!” The music swelled and there was lots of
applause and the book title was up on the screen and I was
stepping forward on too high heels in shoes too big for me
to fill in so many ways, hoping I wouldn’t fall on the steps
up to the stage. “Oh honey, you look so cute,” Beth said
giving me a hug. (Should I have warned her about the
pinkeye?) and then I said something at the mike feeling
very comfortable in my 20 seconds playing Cinderella. 

I texted my daughter Christine asking if she had
caught the live stream “YES OF COURSE I SAW IT I
WAS SCREAMING IN THE CAR FOR THE LAST FIVE
MINUTES I AM SO PROUD OF YOU THAT IT TAKES
ALL CAPS TO EXPRESS I AM SO HAPPY FOR YOU.”
Plus Christine even sent Victory Lap Music. “Oh, What a Night!” indeed! I’d say I
floated, but I was grounded trying to keep the shoe on my left foot.

The next day was not quite so glamorous but almost as much fun. At the Grand Ol’
Opry, we parked our car in LOT E for RV’s. But when we returned, LOT E was nowhere
to be found; and after miles of walking Michelle pointed out a lone police car in the
middle of an empty lot. I took the hint and marched myself over as she hung back. “Help!”
I said to the policeman. “We can’t find our car. Do you know where LOT E is?” Even the
policeman didn’t. I waited. Finally, he said apologetically, “I could drive you….” I didn’t let
him finish. “GREAT!” I interrupted as he continued, “But you don’t know where your car
is……” Well that wasn’t stopping me from a free ride (Tax payer dollars). “Michelle, I’ll
get in if you take my picture,” I directed, not one to miss a good publicity shot.

This was not what my shy, quiet companion had signed up for, but as a loyal friend
along, she was along for the ride and squished into the back seat of the patrol car. “This is
KFHS349503293-04 and I am at mileage 43954KH prepared to transport two adult
females to their vehicle; but they don’t know where it is.” PAUSE. At last the dispatcher
responded, “If THEY don’t know where it is, how do you think YOU’RE going to find it?”
At this point, Michele became a little unglued and yelled through the glass separator, “HEY
WE KNOW WHERE OUR CAR IS, WE JUST CAN’T FIND THE LOT!” The dispatcher
muttered, “I could say so many things….” To which Michelle continued defensively,
“HEY I HEARD THAT!” she rapped on the window, “THAT WAS OFFENSIVE!” Then
the radio went crazy due to a robbery in progress.  How exciting! An UBER driver
looted a FED EX vehicle and we were privy to the whole story. “Ma’am I’m not sure
I’ll be able to complete this assignment,” our officer apologized. “That’s all right,” I
assured. “You have more pressing matters.” At this point Michelle was working so hard
to stifle her laughter, she gave herself a headache that would last through the night. 

From ER to “Star” to Police Car. What a ride. You’ve supported “Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe”
throughout the years, thanks for being part of the journey. 

- Ann Marie Stewart

 
 

 

 
  

  

      
   

 

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Brownies

submi5ed by Carol Huberty of Watkins, MN

2 cups 4our
2 cups sugar
pinch of salt
2 sticks margarine
4 tbsp cocoa
1 cup water

Heat margarine, cocoa and water until the boiling point, do not boil. Pour over
4our, sugar and salt in a separate bowl. In small bowl mix eggs, baking soda,
vanilla and bu5ermilk. Pour mixture over other ingredients and blend well. Pour
entire mixture into 10”x14” pan. Bake at 350˚ until it pulls away from the
sides of pan.

Frosting:
1 cup sugar
5 tbsp bu5er

Boil sugar, bu5er and milk for 30 seconds. Stir in chocolate chips. Beat til
consistency that you can spreadwell. Don’t let it cool too long or it won’t spread.

2 eggs
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 cup bu5ermilk

5 tbsp milk
1/2 cup chocolate chips
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     1671 ½ W 5th Street 
        Winona, MN 55987 
   www.bluffviewquiltshop.com 

bluffviewquiltshop@gmail.com  

HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr!! 
FABRIC FUN FRIENDS

FFeeaattuurriinngg QQuuaalliittyy FFaabbrriiccss,, PPaatttteerrnnss aanndd
HHaannddmmaaddee oonnee--ooff--aa--kkiinndd IItteemmss 

ffoorr YYoouurr HHoommee

We Offer a Variety of Different Decors Including Primitive, Country, Folk Art, Lodge, etc. 

Follow Our Blog! needlesnpinsstitcheries.blogspot.com
All the work is done by HAND!

OOffffeerriinngg QQuuaalliittyy FFaabbrriiccss aanndd PPaatttteerrnnss!!
QQuuiillttss •• PPiilllloowwss •• PPllaacceemmaattss •• TToowweellss •• PPoott HHoollddeerrss •• MMuucchh MMoorree

Visit Us Online:
wwwwww..eettssyy..ccoomm//sshhoopp//nneeeeddlleessnnppiinnssssttiicchheerryy

Bo� Review
Brother Beloved

Book 3: Tall Timber Trilogy
by Margo Hansen

“He said to tell you he didn’t mean it.” Shawn
knew his pa was talking about Dylan, but that didn’t
change the fact that there was a rift between the
two men. Once brothers, they were now barely
speaking to one another. Shawn knew the real
reason and knew there was no choice for him but
to get away, leave the farm and his troubles behind
him. Joining up with a logging camp far from
everyone seemed like a good idea until he realized that his troubles came along with
him. But Shawn wasn’t the only one who had struggles in life. The camp cook had a
niece who worked with him and she was a mystery to the men. Why did she stay
hidden away in the woods, working from sunup to sundown, never conversing with
anyone? Katya saw the young logger stare at her when he caught her off-guard. She
thought that would be the last she saw of him, but hadn’t counted on his getting hurt
and having to care for him. When the tables turn and she has to depend on him to
take her out of the woods, she has to find a way to face people again.

Brother Beloved is Margo Hansen’s third book in her Tall Timber Trilogy. The
Dunns, the Blackmores, and Katya all discover that being a part of a family means so
much more when God is your heavenly father.

IISSBBNN--1133:: 997788--11997733774499114411

You Could Win Brother Beloved!
You can register to win a copy of Brother Beloved. Clip and mail in this form! 

If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on a note card and mail to:
The Country Register; 12835 Kiska St. NE, Blaine, MN 55449.
You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck!

NNaammee____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SSttrreeeett AAddddrreessss______________________________________________________________________________________________________

CCiittyy________________________________________________ SSttaattee____________________ ZZiipp____________________________________

FFaavvoorriittee SShhoopp________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Become Inspired!
Decorating, Entertaining and Living

in the Early American Style
After the bustling holiday season is

behind us we often find a sense of inner
peace in the still, yet rejuvenating
months of winter. Nature’s spectacular
beauty often parallels our desire to live
more deliberately. In the depth of winter
as I gaze upon the landscape, my herb
garden is asleep under the protection of
a white blanket of snow. Little chickadees
alight on bushes that appear vastly different
on a cold winter’s morn than they do on

a midsummer day. There is a secret that only belongs to winter and that secret is a
slower pace that contains the promise of spring.

Soulful Comforts
As we endeavor to enjoy the blessings of winter, we often find comfort in the

warmth of our homes. Meals lovingly prepared can be enjoyed fireside after a brisk
hike on snowshoes on a sunlit afternoon. A blustery, snow-filled night can turn into
an evening of bliss when one can be accompanied by a cherished classic novel and
a crackling wood fire to keep toasty. Winter adventures with children are made even
more memorable as we race by each other on our favorite sleds or build a classic
snowman that we each had a part in creating. Winter carries with it a chance to live
simply, to live in the moment and to enjoy every minute of it.

Winter also brings with it a chance to start anew with the decorating of the
interior of our homes. After the holiday decorations have been put away, we have a
blank slate full of potential with which to work. We can refresh our spaces with a
change of furniture arrangement or the addition of a different display of our favorite
antiques. Our home’s interior can provide us with soulful comfort in the long months
of winter. There is nothing like coming home to the time-honored pieces that we
love made even more beautiful through the glow of candlelight, as our winter oasis
beckons us to find pleasure in “staying in.”

Sacred Solitude
On the days that we feel a need to venture out and ward off cabin fever, we can

find joy in planning a day trip where we visit country shops brimming with fresh
finds. We can stop at quaint restaurants we have not yet tried and we can come
home with our newfound treasures and add that special touch to our home’s displays.

Whether we bask in the special solitude that winter can often provide, or we
seek adventure in the form of outdoor activities or unique shopping jaunts, winter-
time affords us time for these soulful luxuries. As we seek to get through the so-called
“doldrums of winter,” we may actually find the sacred value in time spent at nature’s
slower, more deliberate pace.

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques.
She is currently working on her book, New England Girl.

NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com
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QUILTEXPO.COM

WISCONSIN PUBLIC TELEVISION
NANCY ZIEMAN PRODUCTIONS

SEPT. 6-8, 2018
MADISON, WIS.

Enter your quilt  
in the 10-category  
juried and judged  

Quilt Contest  
by June 30.

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reuse • Repurpose • Recycle
by Kim Keller

The Christmas trees and decorations have come down and the blah days of winter
have set in. Valentine’s day comes along just in time to brighten our home again! Not
many people decorate for Valentine’s day, but I think it’s a fun little happy holiday to
brighten our days.

This project is easy and quick! It adds just enough “Valentines Day” to be a seasonal
decoration, but can be left up all year round too!

The first thing you’ll need is to find some extra bottles
laying around your house. You can clean out your refrig-
erator or pantry! If you don’t have what you want, you can
easily pick up some bottles from a local craft store or one
of the many vintage/antique stores.

While you are at the craft
store pick up some letter stickers!
Use an “L”, “V” and “E”. Put
these on your bottles. Make
sure they are pressed down
well so paint doesn’t seep in
along the edges. Instead of an
“O”, use a large heart sticker!

Spray the bottles with your choice of spray
paint. Make sure the paint is good to spray on
glass. Spray one coat and wait 5 minutes
while it dries, then spray on a second coat.

Once the second coat has dried, peal the
stickers off slowly. My bottles had a lot of
sticky residue left over from the stickers! I
removed it easily with a Q-tip and some nail
polish remover!

The final step is putting some fun sticks or
spraying into the bottles as well as a votive or
tea light. Place the tea light into the heart/”O”
bottle and light it!

Bring some love, joy and warmth into your
blah days of winter to fight off that cabin fever!

25% off all
Heartfelt Creations
Stamps and dies

(in stock only)

Hours:
T-F 9am-5:30pm
Sat 9am-4pm

Closed Sun & Mon

Your Complete Rubber Stamp
& Scrapbooking Store!

1147 4th St.
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

507-263-4220
www.cfstampsetc.com

CF Stamps Etc.
&

Scraps in my Book
��

Entertaining! Always changing!
Antiques • Collectibles • Florals • Linens • Lampshades • Candles

Home Accents • Greeting Cards • Gourmet Foods
Jewelry & Accessories

Tues-Sat 10am-5pm

1101 N. State St.
Waseca, MN

507-835-4000

HHoouurrss ::  TTuueess--SSaatt  1100--55 ,,  WWeedd 1100--33 ,,
CC lloosseedd SSuunn--MMoonn

CCoouunnttrryy aanndd PPrriimmiittiivvee
HHoommee DDeeccoorr

BBeerrrryy SStteemmss && GGaarrllaanndd
BBaatttteerryy TTiimmeerr CCaannddlleess 

LLaammppss,, SShhaaddeess aanndd mmuucchh mmoorree!!66 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 77 7766 00 88 -- 33 77 44 -- 22 77 7777
LLooookk ffoorr tthhee PPrriimmiittiivvee PPiicckkeetttt FFeennccee && OOuutthhoouussee IInn TThhee YYaarrdd !!
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119 South Main Street • Kiester, MN 56051
Main (507) 294-3700 • Cell (507) 993-1777

Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm • Sat 10 am - 1pm

Find Quilter’s Cottage on Facebook!

Block of the Month
Mystery Log Cabin

9 months! Call for details!

OOlldd AAlllleeyy QQuuiilltt SShhoopp 115 N. Main-Hwy 4 · Box 143
Sherburn, MN 56171
507-764-4088

oldalleyquiltshop.com · oldalleyquiltshop@frontiernet.net

Over 2800  bolts of fabric (including batiks & Eannels!), paFerns, notions, classes, and long
arm quilting services. Located in a renovated bowling alley on the main street of 

Sherburn, MN, south of the I-90, Hwy 4 exit!!
Check out our 108” back section of the store – over 80 bolts of coFon, Eannel, and batik 108” fabric

Sunday, January 7th  AAsstteerriiaa  QQuuiilltt WWaallkk – Sherburn Community Hall
(Across from the quilt shop in the basement of the theater)

Public invited to view 40+  quilts from the 2017 Block of the Month Classfrom 1pm–3pm
Also: 2200%% ooDD ssttoorreewwiiddee from 1pm-4pm!

WWiinntteerr RReettrreeaatt at Arrowwood Resort in Okoboji, IA!  
January 26th, 27th, 28th

It’s not too late to sign up for our annual retreat!  Call the store for all the details!

Hours:  M - Fr 10 - 5,  Sat. 9-4

Recipe Word Search
Chicken and Biscuits Casserole

submitted by Shirley Ross of Alexandria

1 can (10 3/4 oz) condensed
cream of chicken soup, undiluted

3/4 cup sour cream, divided
2 cups cubed, cooked chicken
1 bag (16oz) frozen mixed vegetables

In a 8 inch baking dish, mix soup and 1/2 cup sour cream. Stir in vegetables,
chicken, cheese and water chestnuts. In a different bowl stir in biscuit mix, milk and
remainder of the sour cream. Drop mixture by teaspoons into 6 mounds on top of
chicken mixture. Bake at 375˚ for 25 minutes or until the mixture is hot and bubbly
and biscuit topping is golden brown.

1 cup (4oz) shredded mild cheddar cheese
1 can (8oz) sliced water chestnuts, chopped
1 cup biscuit mix
3 tbsp milk

Search for the underlined words in the recipe in the word search below!

   

The January Blues
& How to Banish Them!

by Celia Benedict
Christmas and New Year’s have come and gone,

the hustle and bustle, the frantic baking and
shopping are done, and it’s now really Winter,
with a capital W. The house looks kind of bare, and sounds too quiet. There are still
many things you can do though, that will make these doldrums pass quickly to spring!

Go check out the nearest senior’s lodge and volunteer to teach a craft class one
afternoon. Make it something simple that can be finished in a short time, say 90 minutes. 

If you are a member of a collector’s club, offer to show your hobby or collection
to a Senior’s group or to the local Guide and Scout groups. 

Go volunteer at your local food bank, they need your help more now than ever.
Ask your community support group if there is someone who needs a hand, cooking
meals or cleaning.

Check up on the shut-ins, the elderly, or the overwhelmed young Mum next door.
Often, a visit with fresh baking and compassionate ears is priceless. 

Offer to read at story-time at the Day Care or the Library. 
Send for free seed catalogues, and take them to a community centre, and plan

for the beauty you can create in your neighbourhood in the spring. 
Go to a travel film evening, take a friend to tea, just get moving. Search the

events calendar in your area, the church bulletins, or on Facebook.
If none of the above work for you, put aside an hour a day and tackle the

sorting/mending/decorating/reading that you’ve meant to do for so long.
We can all feel better about the short, dark winter days when we participate,

when we help others, when we have something to offer. The warm days of spring
will come, I promise!

Celia Benedict/promotion & distribution – The Country Register of Alberta

Local JJAANNOOMMEE Sales & Service
We also repair & service all makes & models of sewing machines & sergers

120 N. Main St.
Blue Earth MN 56013
Phone: 507-526-3295 

Quality Quilt Fabrics - Janome Sewing Machines - Pa"erns
No!ons - DMC Floss - Classes

We have Gi	 Cer�ficatesavailable!

Hrs: 9am-5:30pm M-F
9am-7pm Thur
9am-2pm Sat

michelesewvac@bevcomm.net
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10 N. Minnesota St. • New Ulm, MN
507-354-6721 • thimblebox@newulmtel.net

Happy
NewYear!

The
Thimble
Box

Mon-Fri:10am-5pm • Sat:10am-4pm

Come in and
See our Wide Variety of

New Fabrics • Patterns
Books • Select Wide Back Fabrics

Our Original Patterns

Mini Jewels
Mystery Quilt 2018 for The Country Register

Designed by Ann Jones
For questions contact Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

www.ninepatchnevada.com or ericaskouby@gmail.com or 417-667-7100.ninepatchnevada.com or ericaskouby@gmail.com or 417-667-7100www
For questions contact Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

Mystery Quilt 2018 for 

.ninepatchnevada.com or ericaskouby@gmail.com or 417-667-7100
For questions contact Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

Ann JonesDesigned by 
The Country RegisterMystery Quilt 2018 for 

Mini Jewels

.ninepatchnevada.com or ericaskouby@gmail.com or 417-667-7100
For questions contact Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

The Country Register

Celebrate With Us!

1417 South State Street · New Ulm, MN · 507-354-8801
www.SewingSeedsQuiltCo.com • sewingseeds@newulmtel.net

We proudly offer hundreds of beautifully displayed samples,
3,000 bolts of quality quilting fabrics, as well as kits, gifts, wool

and Valdani thread!
Special needs access is available

at our rear entrance.

Hours: Mon 10-7 · Tues-Fri 10-5 · Sat 10-4
� Unable to visit in person? Shop on-line for your convenience!�

IItt’’ss OOuurr 55 YYeeaarr AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy EEvveenntt!! JJaann 3300-- FFeebb 33
Five Days of Fun, Five Reasons to Celebrate
Visit our website and Facebook for details and information.
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Crafty Corner
Quilt & Sewing

Shoppe
1820 Oxford St.

Worthington, MN 56187
(800) SEW-MORE
craftycorner@iw.net

www.craftycornerquiltandsewingshoppe.com
Call for Details!

Ken is planning Crafty Corner’s
24th annual trip to
Paduach Quilt Show!

Call now for your reservations!
The bus is filling up quickly!

TThhee WWooooddWWoorrkkiinngg
SShhoopp

At The WoodworkingShop we offer handcarved wooden spoons,birch tree bowls,candleholders andmany more handmadewood items. We alsooffer woodworking suppliesfor your DIY projects andsupplies for your rusticwedding. 
We sell lodge, cabin, rustic,primitive decor along withwoodworking supplies!

Visit us online:
www.etsy.com/shop/thewoodworkingshop

Canning Recipes
Canned Tomatoes
submitted by Patti Lee Bock

2 cups tomatoes
1 tbsp. green peppers
1 tbsp. onion
1 1/2 tbsp. celery

Measure all vegetables after chopping. Mix all
ingredients and pack into pint jars to within 1/2” of top. Put on cap, screw band
firmly tight.

Boiling water bath: Pint 35 minutes.

1/2 tsp. celery salt
1/2 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. canning salt
1/4 tsp. citric acid
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Lost and Found

Religious Books &Gifts • Antiques• HomeDecor
NewScarvesandshawls• Accessories

Kitchen Items
RepurposedandUpcycled Items

Hwy. 22 Downtown • Eden Valley, MN
320-453-5678

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:30-5:30

Minnesota’s Best Kept Secret!!

warehouseand TEXTILE

LIKE US: facebook.com/fabricandtextilewarehouse

APPAREL     QUILTING     BRIDAL FABRICS
HOME DEC. & UPHOLSTERY FABRICS

SHOP ONLINE: FABRICTEXTILEWAREHOUSE.COM

350 NW 45th Street
Willmar MN 56201 320Dewey St.

FoleyMN56329
320-968-9929

Conveniently Located in Downtown Foley!
WeO8er aGenerousSelection of100%Co9onQuilting Fabrics, Pa9erns andNotions.

LongarmQuilting Services Available.

1122tthh AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy CCeelleebbrraattiioonn!!
Check our Website and follow us on Facebook for the 

most current and updated event schedule!

quiltsonbroadway@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

www.quiltsonbroadwayfoley.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat.  10-3

Houses of Memory
by Kerri Habben

A year seems to evolve slowly. One second becomes more until a minute has
passed. Then another minute until an hour has elapsed. Suddenly time compounds
upon itself. One moment it is January and then it is April which quickly becomes
August. Then somehow years slip by and unless I deliberately pause and take stock,
I wonder where they went.

However, at least we were given that precious time. It could have stopped, but it
didn’t. Rather than lament its passing I celebrate that it was ours for its duration.
Though perhaps it was never actually ours at all. Maybe time was just being itself,
and we simply used it while it was here.

So it is as we live our way into a new year. It is all too easy to fall under the
illusion that this year time won’t flee so fast. Winter’s dormancy is a lullaby, as if
being soothed by Mother Nature herself.

“All will be well, my child,” she assures. And somehow, some way it will be.
Especially if there is beauty and grace before our eyes that we have failed to see.
There may be blessings ahead we cannot even imagine on a winter’s day.

Pondering time leads me to consider the memories we carry. A single second or
sound can cause them to vividly emerge. My mother, now approaching 80,
sometimes describes to me the home of my great-grandmother, great-aunt, and
great-uncle as she was growing up. Mom is just old enough to remember the
blackouts and rationing during World War II and also confetti swirling through the
air when peace was declared. 

I can see Nanna baking yeast cakes and efficiently peeling potatoes with little
waste. I can see Uncle Henry’s typewriter on the dining room table. I can hear
Mom playing hymns on the piano on Sabbath afternoon. 

I watch her eyes when she shares these stories with me. As I absorb her words
and their accompanying energy, I sense she is traveling to a landscape long gone,
all of these beloved people she remembers now passed on. But in those moments I
watch the world of my mother’s childhood reawaken. I feel this home that I have
never seen. Through her I treasure this house of memory.

Never mind that Nanna passed away in 1958, fifteen years before I was born.
For it is within our houses of memory that people live forever.

It is with this wistful, blessed gift that time loses its sting. Within these walls and
windows of our recollections, we breathe a bit of the past as we live in the present.
Yet we still journey one second at a time towards the future. Within us is the
resilience to draw strength from our memories and foster gratitude for a new minute.
A new minute of a young, new year with hours to learn, to give, and to love.

I wrote the following in my journal a summer ago. Often I sit quietly each season
recording a moment for my own house of memory:  “But this I want to remember. The
curve of the land around the azaleas, edged by the rocks my daddy set there decades
ago now. That and the slope of green flowing gently
around the cedar tree that just volunteered itself.
And towards the crepe myrtle with my grandparent’s
bench beside it. It is today and all is well.”

The precious time didn’t fully leave us. It simply
lives on now in our hearts where many houses-and
spirits-of memory reside. 
Kerri Habben is a writer, photographer, and crochet instructor living in Raleigh, NC. An avid crocheter and knitter,
she learned these skills from her grandmother and mother. She donates many of her yarn creations to those in need.
Kerri has gathered a decade of essays she is working to publish. She can be reached at 913jeeves@gmail.com.

  
   

   

 

The Bridge of Love
by Lesley Nuttall

In the early days of dating, under a bridge they were passing
Started a bonding experience, that has been everlasting.

A squeeze of the hand, while saying, “I Love You”
Fifty plus years, keeping love alive and true.

Two young lovers on their way in life
Thinking of becoming, husband and wife.

Traveling somewhere, side by side
Experiencing love, they’re unable to hide.

Every bridge they have ever gone under
Sparks a lightning bolt of passion and thunder.
Discharging a monsoon of love, to each other

Savoring the moments as promised lovers.

Over the years, passion subsides while friendship grows
Respect and caring for each other flows.

A bridge anywhere still inspires “I love you”
Revealing the seed of hearts desire .... grew!

©2018: by Lesley R Nuttall. Lesley lives in Dryden, ON Canada with her husband of 50 plus years.

GGOONNEE TTOO PPIIEECCEESS 
QQUUIILLTT SSHHOOPP

www.gonetopiecesquiltshop.com • gonetopieces@meltel.net

70 South Main
Kimball, MN 55353

320-398-5300

Support Your Local Quilt Shop Day
Saturday January 27th

Mystery Stash

Super Bowl Sunday, February 4th
Pick your own discount!

12:00pm - 4:00pm

Join Us
For
These
Fun
Events!



Jan/Feb 2018 Page13Jan/Feb 2018
LitchDeld • St. Cloud

- The Minnesota Country Register -

DeAnn’sCountry
VillageShoppe

Downtown Litchfield - 115N Sibley Ave
320-693-9113

A One-of-a-Kind unique Gift shop
and Quilt Store all in one!

January
Clearance Sales - Women’s casuals and

Christmas items
February

Fabric Days! Clearance sales as lowas $3.00/yard!
Sample sale, quilted runners, and quilts

Full Service Quilt Shop•Moda • Batiks
Quilting Treasures • Stonehenge •HomeDecor
Women’s Casual &Accessories • Childrens • Baby

Kitchen •Gifts

Open 7
Days a
Week!JJuusstt SSeeww SSttuuddiioo

4124 W. DivisionSuite 2St. Cloud (Just east of Best Buy)320-654-1580www.justsewstudiomn.com

AAuutthhoorriizzeedd PPFFAAFFFF SSeewwiinngg MMaacchhiinnee DDeeaalleerr

WWee hhaavvee eexxppaannddeedd!! NNeeww ffaabbrriiccss aarrrriivviinngg wweeeekkllyy!! 
Anthology • In the Beginning • American Made Solids

Alexander Henry • Robert Kaufman • Riley Blake & More

Mon & Thurs:10am-7pmTues-Wed-Fri:9am-5:30Sat:9am-4pm

““WWee lloovvee oouurr
ccuussttoommeerrss RReedd

DDoott SSaallee””
FFeebbrruuaarryy 11sstt--1155tthh

1155%% ooffff!! This quick technique gives you a binding that matches
the backing on one side and matches the quilt top on
the other side.  Ot use it to add contrast to your backing
and quilt top.  For example, make a placemat with only
two fabrics, green and white.  On one side you will
have a green placemat with white binding.  Flip it over
and you have a white placemat with a green binding!

Use the same binding method and number of  strips
that you would normally use to attach a binding made
with 2½” strips.  But, instead of  cutting 2½” strips of
one fabric, do the following:
• Cut 2” strips of  green fabric
• Cut 1” strips of  white fabric (See top photo.)
1. Stitch all the green strips together lengthwise with a
diagonal seam.  Repeat with all the white strips.
2. Trim the seam allowances to 1/4” and press open.
3. Stitch the green strips and white strips together with
1/4” seam to make one long strip set that is 2½” wide.
4. Press the seam allowance toward the white fabric.
5. Fold the strip set in half  lengthwise, wrong sides
together to make a double folded binding.  Press the
fold as you go.  One side of  the binding will be green
fabric only but the other side of the binding will be
white and green fabric.
6. Attach the binding with your usual method - be sure
to match the narrower (white) strip to the green
(contrast) side.  Stitch with a 3/8” seam.
7. After the binding is sewn to the project and the
ends are joined, fold the binding to the other side of
the project and clip in place.  The fold should naturally
be at the seam which combined the strips thus making
the binding white on one side and green on the other.
8. Hand stitch or top stitch the binding in place.

Home To Make a Two-Color Binding
by Karen Grof

–© Karen Grof  2017 Visit her website at:
www.HappyAppleQuilts.com

Cut strips 1” and 2” & Stitch

Steps #3 and #4

Step #5 & #6

Step #7
Photo to left – Finished placemats

Wit N Wisdom
by Juleann Lattimer

Keep Pedaling
There are many milestones in life…my granddaughter,

Alison, is facing one now. Learning to ride a bike. She
isn’t keen on it, but her dad says everyone needs to know how to ride a bike. So
on her 9th birthday they bought her a fancy “rainbow” colored bike equipped with
a handy little basket to carry all her stuff. Of course she had to have a fashionable
helmet to match. And there it sits. Her dad lowered the seat as far as it would go to
enable her feet (toes) to touch the ground, thinking that would give her some
security and boost her courage. But to no avail. She‘d prefer to go back to her little
two wheeler with training wheels—which had been passed on to her younger
sister. Let’s just say it wasn’t her favorite birthday gift ever!

I remember learning how to ride a bike. It was a scary endeavor. I reluctantly
hopped up on the seat while my dad held the shiny blue bike. Then he told me to
pe al as he ran behind holding onto the seat to steady me. “Promise you won’t let
go” I pleaded. “I’ve got you.” he assured me. I pedaled faster and he ran faster...but
then I realized something. His hand wasn’t on the seat. He had let go and I was on
my own. Scary! I looked back and he was standing in the middle of the road
smiling. “You’ve got it!” he called out to me. Just then I lost my balance from looking
backward and fell off! But he was right there to pick me up. “You did it,” he said.
“See,  you don’t  need me anymore.”  But I did in so many ways.

Right now I am also facing a milestone. I’m embarking on a new way of
living—alone. And it’s scary and I no longer have my dad here to steady me and pick me
up when I fall.  However I am blessed to have the assurance that my heavenly Father
is still with me and will always be here to steady me and pick me up when I fall. 

“I will never leave you,  nor forsake you…the Lord is my helper, I will not be
afraid…” (Heb. 13:6,7).

Little Alison, keep pedaling. You will eventually get the hang of it.

HappyNew Year!
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ALONG THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIL
John Tyler – 10th President of the United States

Part of a series
by Jan Keller

John Tyler’s Sherwood Forest Plantation
near Charles City, VA, with its lovely long and
narrow home, seems a perfect match for
our tall and thin 10th President. Tyler
purchased the property in 1842 and members
of the Tyler family have owned and resided
on the estate to this day. At over 300 feet
long, Tyler’s home is the longest frame
house in America and remains furnished as
it was when Tyler died in 1862. He named
his plantation Sherwood Forest because he
related to the legendary character Robin Hood and
viewed himself a political outlaw.

Tyler, called “His Accidency,” was the first president
to get the job without being elected to it. Harrison and
Tyler ran on the slogan, “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.” He
took the helm when President Harrison died after only
one month in office.

Historically, Tyler’s ascension to the presidency is of
significance. Upon learning of the death of President
Harrison, Vice President Tyler made a quick trip to the
capital. There, after taking the oath of office, he gave his
inaugural address. His right to assume the presidency was

questioned by many, but Tyler stood firm.
When mail arrived addressed to “Acting
President Tyler,” he returned it unopened.
His actions set the precedence for the orderly
transfer of power;
however it didn’t
become law until
ratification of the 25th
amendment to the
constitution over 200
years later in 1967.

Another major event just 6 days
before his successor, James Polk, took
office. That’s when Tyler maneuvered
a resolution through congress that
led to the annexation of Texas.

Tyler’s first wife, Letitia Christian,
who died in 1842, was the first
presidential wife to die while her husband was in office.
Then, in 1844, he married Julia Gardiner and was the
first president to marry while in office. Tyler fathered 8
children with Letitia and 7 with Julia for a total of 15,
giving Tyler the record as the most prolific president.

Tyler, the last of the Virginia aristocracy to serve in the
White House, died at age 71 in 1862. A proud south-
erner until his death, he was the only president who
allied himself with the Confederacy. Because Tyler was

viewed as a traitor to the
Union, President Abraham
Lincoln and the U.S.
government did not publicly
acknowledge his death
because he was viewed as a
traitor to the Union.

Today the Tyler family
owns and maintains the
plantation through the
Sherwood Forest Plantation
Foundation. Frequently they
spend time there and can be
seen roaming the grounds.

President
1841-1845
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Photo by Jan KellerJohn Tyler’s Sherwood Forest Plantation
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Our really great tour at Sherwood
Forest began on the porch.

THE GRAY LADY
The sitting room in Tyler’s home has been occupied

for over 200 years by a presence known as the Gray
Lady. According to legend, she descends via a hidden
staircase each night dating back prior to President
Tyler’s purchase of the home and rocks a young child
until dawn. Perhaps the Gray Lady was not nearby
when the child passed away, or she may have blamed
herself for the tragedy. Who knows? But through the
years the sounds of her steps and rocking have been
heard by a myriad of people. Finally Payne Tyler had a
discussion with the Gray Lady, telling her, “Maybe you
feel I am an intruder and that this is your domain, but
that’s not the case and I’m not moving out. We’re just
going to have to learn to get along together.” Since
their little talk, things have improved.

What I do know is that the day I visited Sherwood
Forest, we filed past the hidden stairway and there on
the wall was a mysterious face. Our guide told us that
no matter how many times they paint, the face remains.

Country Register Recipe Exchange
Grandma’s Beef Pie

submi6ed by Shirley Ross of Alexandria, MN

CCrruusstt
1 pound ground beef
1/2 cup tomato sauce
1/2 cup bread crumbs
1/4 cup chopped onion

FFiilllliinngg
1 1/3 cup uncooked instant rice
1 cup water

In a large bowl, combine crust ingredients until well blended. Pat mixture
into the bo6om of a greased 9” pie dish. Make 5utings around the
edges. In another bowl, combine rice, tomato sauce, water, 1/2 cup
cheese and salt. Spoon mixture into the meat shell. Cover with foil.
Bake at 350˚ for 25 minutes. Sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake 
another 10-15 minutes - uncovered.

1/4 cup green pepper, chopped
1/2 tsp. salt
pinch of pepper
pinch of dried oregano

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese (divided)
1/2 tsp. salt
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*Primitives
*FolkArt
*BarnStars
*Furniture
*Floral

*WallQuilts
*Pottery

*Stitcheries

Phone: 218-963-1212

Monday/�ursday/Friday: 11am-4pm
Saturday: 10am-5pm

Wehave
local
artists!

0e Green Porch
5430 Country Rd. 18 • Nisswa, MN

371E.StateHighway210
McGregor, MN55760

218-768-2556

Monday -Friday
10am-5pm
Saturday

10am-4pm

2000+Bolts of Fabric,
IncludingMODA, Kaufman,
Timeless Treasures, RJR,

Flannels andmore!

timelesstreasures@frontiernet.net

Stories of a Farm Wife
by Tammy Page

The Ole JC Penney Sewing Machine
Sewing, I love to sew! Or, should I say, I loved to sew.

My poor, dusty and dry sewing machine is sitting on my
old enamel top table in my office where it has sat for
many years. I used to sew cute little sundresses, shorts,

and even those country jumpers complete with ceramic
buttons for my girls. They had matching blue and white

gingham jumpers with homemade red bows for their hair for one of their Christmas
programs. I also made sweet lavender jumpers with petite flowers on them for
Easter one year. They looked so cute! One of my favorite things to make, and
sometimes the hardest were the Barbie and Cabbage Patch clothes. Those little
seams were so hard to maneuver sometimes. 

One year I made the girls flannel gowns and a matching one for their baby dolls.
And, of course, their baby dolls always had warm flannel blankets for their cradles. I
would sit for hours after the children had gone to bed and many hours after I should
have, to complete several outfits for each baby doll. When my husband and I were
young and money was tight, for Christmas gifts I made aprons for all the women in
the family. I still have mine and use it occasionally. These days the only time I use my
sewing machine is to mend a seam or sew a hem. I’ve not made anything from a
pattern for many years. Oh how I loved to go back to the material section, climb up
on a stool and look through those huge pattern books. Is McCalls still in business? 

I learned to sew from my mom who made many beautiful
outfits for my sisters and me. She made matching
shorts outfits for us for vacations along with a
coordinating headbands. One particular outfit that I
remember is a cream and brown dotted swiss outfit
we wore on our trip to St. Augustine, Florida. In case
one of us got lost, all you’d have to do is look for the
matching outfit and be able to tell we were from the same
family for sure. My mom also made all four of my prom dresses. They
were so pretty and it was a given that I would not run into anyone on prom night
with the same dress. When I was engaged to be married, my mom, my bridesmaids
and I picked out patterns and my mom made the bridesmaid’s sundresses, like she
didn’t have anything else to do?

I still would like to uncover the “old gal,” dust her off and get her to running
smooth again. I have some ideas of what I’d like to make but then again, I’d
probably also have to replace my spools of dry-rotten thread! 

Maybe this would be a project for the new year, when the snow keeps me
inside. Speaking of the new year, please consider adding our Hopping John to your
New Year celebration. Here’s our family favorite recipe:

PAGE FAMILY “HOPPING JOHN”
1 cup sliced celery 1 medium onion
1 tablespoon oil, bacon drippings or butter 2 cloves garlic, minced
2 cans chicken broth (or 2 1/2 cups)
16 oz black-eyed peas (fresh or frozen, thawed) 1/2 lb cooked ham, cubed
1/4 teaspoon dry crushed red pepper 3 bay leaves
3 cups cooked long-grain rice 4 cups water
Saute the first three ingredients in a large Dutch oven in hot oil, bacon drippings,

or butter until tender. Add water and other five ingredients. Bring to a boil; cover,
reduce heat, and simmer 40 minutes or until peas are tender. Remove and discard
bay leaf. Serve over cooked rice.

—Tammy lives on a working farm with her family in IN, farm animals and many pets.
She enjoys writing, decorating and collecting vintage homewares.

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Dump Cake
Submitted by Patricia Gimble, Rifle, CO

1 can (1 lb.) crushed pineapple 1 large can cherry pie mix
1 package white cake mix 1 cube butter
Pour fruit into a 9” x 13” pan (do not drain), stir. Sprinkle cake mix evenly over 
fruit, use fork to break up lumps. Dot with butter. Sprinkle with chopped pecans
or walnuts (optional). Bake for 1 hour at 350°. Serve with whipped cream.

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Good & Easy Brownies
Submitted by Ann Terrazas, El Paso, TX

1/2 cup butter (1 stick), melted 6 tablespoons powdered cocoa
1 cup sugar dash salt
2 eggs, beaten 1/2 cup flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1 teaspoon vanilla
Blend cocoa into melted butter. To this, add sugar, salt and eggs, mixing well. 
Add flour, baking powder, nuts and vanilla, blending well. Pour into greased 
8” x 8” baking pan. Bake in oven about 25 minutes at 350°. If desired, dust 
with powdered sugar or frost with a favorite frosting.COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Championship Chili
Submitted by Anita Karl, Cheyenne, WY

1 large onion, coarsely chopped 1 teaspoon liquid red pepper seasoning
1 medium green pepper, chopped 1 1/2 bay leaves, crumbled
1 large rib celery, chopped 2 teaspoons salt
1 large clove garlic, minced 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper
3 tablespoons vegetable oil 2/3 cup beer
4 lbs. ground beef chuck 1 can (16 oz.) stewed tomatoes
1 1/2 tsp. minced jalapeno pepper 1 can (8 oz.) tomato sauce
1/2 cup chili powder 1 can (6 oz.) tomato paste
1 tablespoon ground cumin 2 tablespoons honey
1 teaspoon garlic salt 1 1/2 cup water (about)
1 teaspoon onion salt
Stir-fry onion, green pepper, celery and garlic in oil in a large Dutch oven or 
kettle 8 minutes or until tender and golden brown. Add jalapeno pepper, chili 
powder, cumin, garlic salt, onion salt, red pepper seasoning, bay leaves, salt, 
pepper, beer, tomatoes, tomato sauce, tomato paste, honey and enough water 
to barely cover ingredients. Cook over low heat, uncovered, stirring often, for 
at least 3 hours or until chili is thick and flavors are well blended. Adjust 
seasoning if necessary. Makes 10 to 12 servings.

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Johnny Hinds’ Oatmeal Jumble Cookies
Submitted by Sherry Harper-Woolf, Carlsbad, NM

1 cup butter, softened 2 cups flour
1 1/2 cups packed brown sugar 1 teaspoon baking powder
1/3 cup molasses 1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
2 eggs 3 cups quick oats
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans 1 cups mini semi-sweet chocolate chips
6 ounces crasins (cook in a little water and drain)
Cream butter and brown sugar. Beat well. Add eggs, molasses and vanilla. Beat 
well. Combine flour, baking powder, salt, cinnamon and oats. Stir well. Add dry 
mixture to wet mixture. Stir in nuts, crasins and chips. Drop on ungreased baking 
sheet with teaspoon or cookie scoop. Press down with a fork dipped in water, 
criss-cross as for peanut butter cookies. Bake at 375° for about 10 minutes. 
Makes approximately 9 dozen small cookies.
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Full Service Quilt Shop
Beautiful Fabrics • Great Pa>erns & Books
Wide Array of Notions • Multiple Kits
Long ArmServices Classes for all Levels
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January 28th
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218-879-3577

www.quilteddogquiltshop.com
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Day Fabrics
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Quarry Quilts & Yarns
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326Quarry Place • Sandstone, MN55072 • 320-216-7639
1/2 block east of Exit 191

quarryquiltsandyarns@gmail.com • www.qqyonline.com
Fabrics • Yarns • Sewing and Knitting Notions • Patterns • Books • Long

ArmQuilting • Sewing Machine Repair • Custom Quilts
Visit us During Quilt Minnesota
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Life on the Farm
by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress
Breezy Manor Farm, Mooresville, IN

Deep In Winter On My Farm
A cup of hot cocoa, miniature marshmallows melting on top. It’s what the world

needs now in deep winter.
Wrapping cold fingers around the toasty warm mug. Inhaling the chocolatey fragrance.

Savoring the flavor and the warmth in each sip. Perhaps munching on an oatmeal
cookie. Hot cocoa isn’t a time for fancy cookies, it requires something simple.

And in the midst of winter, a reminder of good simple things is what we need.
Too often the outside world invades our inner peace. A mug of hot cocoa can
center our minds. It needs constant sipping. It’s not a drink to be put down, walked
away from. Rather this simple drink and cookie anchors us to one spot, one place in
time. Gives us time to think, calling to mind other mugs.

I can remember us kids watching mom stir the Guardian Service pot on her
Tappan range in the cold kitchen of our old farmhouse. Waiting for her to say it’s
done. Back then it was made with fresh goat milk—milked and cooled that morning
—and Hershey’s Cocoa Powder and a bit of sugar. Big marshmallows (miniature
marshmallows weren’t invented yet), two in each mug, melted slowly. I remember the
mugs being so warm. Sometimes we had oatmeal cookies, often just saltine crackers.

For one instant we forgot about being poor. The way the wind whistled thru that
old farmhouse. The ever freezing pipes. The trek to the outhouse.

We didn’t center on the don’t haves. Just the blessing of hot cocoa and marsh-
mallows and cookies.

In todays greed-driven world it’s too easy to focus on what we want and forget
the blessings we have. The latest, the new and improved fill empty lives. Time
honored treasures wind up in thrift stores and garage sales. Barely played with toys
sit curbside waiting for the garbage truck.

On my wee farm, in my realm I call home, treasures abound. Both family and
reclaimed. I haunt thrift stores and barn sales, nearly always finding something perfect
for me. For you see I am of the old ways. Use it up, mend it, keep going. I darn socks,
mend jeans, regrind shovel points, reglaze windows, staple plastic, hang blue tarps. 

Perhaps it’s the generations of farmeresses in my blood. Perhaps I am out of
sync with today’s world. Perhaps it’s just me.

I like mending. Figuring out how to make do. Making stone soup and simple
biscuits. Sipping hot cocoa and reading old books.

One of my reclaimed treasures sits at my spinning wheel. I found her at a local
humane society barn sale this summer. A Windsor chair with a $2 price tag. Okay
so its back was broken in two and spokes were loose. But $2? Of course she came
home in my pickup along with other treasures. I showed her to my wood working
friend Steve who laughed and said he could turn my $2 chair into a $3 stool. But
he had this amazing glue and patience. Fixed the back and reset the spokes.

She is wonderful in my home! The old finish is dark and bubbled. I haven’t refinished
her, only used lemon oil. The paper label is still on the bottom, Hale Company,
Arlington, VT. I would love to know how she wandered to Indiana. For now she keeps
me company in my loom room, a great place to sit and spin yarns from my sheep wool.

For all that I lack, I am content with my hot cocoa, my treasures and my animals
. . . and Mom’s Oatmeal Cookies.

MOM’S OATMEAL COOKIES
Cream together 1 cup of shortening and 1 cup of packed brown sugar. Add 1 egg,

¼ cup water, 1 teaspoon vanilla. Mix well. Add 1 cup flour, 1 teaspoon salt, ½
teaspoon baking soda and 3 cups Quaker Oats. Mix well. Drop by teaspoonfuls
onto a greased baking sheet. Bake at 350° for about 15 minutees. Makes about 5
dozen cookies. These freeze well.

Free Pattern

Use this pattern for embroidery,
wool applique, punch needle or
rug hooking, painted projects or
whatever your imagination can
dream up! Reduce or enlarge
pattern as desired.

Free Embroidery Pattern!
May not be sold or used for commercial purposes. For more fun and creative inspiration, please visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com
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Online Quilt Shop!
www.upnorthquiltshop.com

Join
us!

CCllaasssseess!!
We o�er classes all winter
Beat those winter blues!

““AA llii//llee wwhhiimmssyy,, aa llii//llee wwooooddssyy,, aanndd aa wwhhoollee lloo//aa qquuaalliittyy””

4062 Highway 11
International Falls, MN 56649

218-285-7704
upnorthquiltshop@gmail.com

� �

Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm • Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday & Monday

Random Acts
by Maranda K. Jones

SS.. WW.. AA.. KK..
“Lollipop, lollipop, Oh lolli lolli lolli,”

has always been one of my grandma’s
favorite choruses to sing to us. She claims
that when I was a baby, she sang that song
of the same name to me all the way from our
Colorado home to her mother’s house in Kansas. As
my sister and I grew older, we sang along with grandma to pass the miles on our
road trips together. As we have grown even older, Grandma has continued singing
this catchy Chordettes’ classic to our children. She sang this so much in fact, that my
son donned her “Great Grandma Lolli” when he just a few years young.

Another tune taught to us by Grandma was “K-K-K-Katy,” a popular song during the
World War I era. We always enjoyed chiming in, imagining our great grandmother
Katie meeting her husband Henry at the K-K-K-Kitchen door when the M-M-M-Moon
shined over the cowshed. We wondered if that song was really written about them.
They were living on the farm, raising six boys, and celebrating many anniversaries
throughout their lives. She was clearly “the only G-G-G-Girl that” he adored.

Speaking of adoration, the song “A Bushel and A Peck” warms my heart every
time I hear it. Grandma often sang this one as we rode along in her green Pontiac.
We would sing along on our way home from school, and before it got dark, my
sister and I would take turns driving her car or the old blue pickup through the
pastures as we checked cows. I thought the words “bushel” and “peck” were directly
related to our family’s wheat field across the highway, but later figured out that a
peck could also be a quick kiss on the cheek. 

Those pecks on the cheek were often apparent from my grandma’s family, hours
after they greeted us. She and her two sisters must have learned their love of
lipstick from their mother. An antique lipstick holder with a mirror held many
different shades on her bathroom vanity. My great grandma even carried metal
cases with mirrors, safely securing her makeup in her purse. To this day, I cannot
see a tube of lip color without picturing my grandma and great aunts touching up
their lips in the rearview mirror before getting out of the car. It seems like just
yesterday they were leaning over the counter at the department store, refreshing
their ruby red lips mid-shopping spree. 

Now when my daughters ask for lip gloss, I smile and remember the ladies before
me. We pucker up and apply these memories that are definitely sealed with a kiss.

© 2017 Maranda K. Jones

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts
is now available at amazon.com.

TThhee bbooookk iinncclluuddeess hheerr rreeaaddeerr--aaccccllaaiimmeedd aarrttiicclleess ffrroomm tthhee llaasstt ddeeccaaddee..
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Oklee
Quilting
Supply, Inc.

128 Main St · Oklee, MN 56742
P.O. Box 279

218-796-5151
1-800-777-7403

Fax (218) 796-4601
www.okleequiltinginc.com

email: okleequilt@gvtel.com

20% off one Regular Priced Item!

QUILTER’S EDEN
223 DeMers Avenue
East Grand Forks, MN 56721
218-773-0773
www.quilters-eden.com

We are conveniently located across
from Cabela’s in East Grand Forks!

Store Hours:
M-F 10-5:30
Sa 10-5
Su 12-4

Your Friendly Hometown Quilt Store Offers:
100% Cotton Fabric · Books · Patterns · Notions · Precuts

Kits · Classes · Longarm Services

Accounting for Time
At the end of every December I sit down at my kitchen counter with my nearly

obsolete, smudged and filled calendar the clean, blank new one. One provides 
an accounting of time past; while on the other I will program the future.

Very methodically I go through the months, beginning with January, transferring
the various birthdays, anniversaries and occasions I’ll want to remember in the
coming new year. During this processs I can’t help noticing what a hectic
life I lead. Busyness seems synonymous with contemporary society.

A calendar give  a good overview of a spent year, indicating my
state of health and how well I brushed and flossed by the number of
doctor and dentist appointments. By reviewing the calendar’s full and
grimy pages I can give an accurate listing of all of our activities.

With a quick glance, it’s easy to see that throughout a year very few
of those little two-inch by two-inch blocks of time remain blank. Most
are filled with places to go and times to arrive.

With a longer study, I become painfully aware of how little time was
set aside for important things like interactions with family and friends.

The calendar represents a year. Each page stands for a month.
Every square i  one day’s twenty-four hour allowance of time. And
somehow, every midnight, I am miraculously sucked from one little
box into the next, to make of it what I will.

One day, maybe this y r, or maybe another year, I will enter one
of those little boxes and not find my way out. My life will be over
and it will be my survivors who will ultimately review my life and
how I spent it to determine if there was meaning, purpose or value.

Come to think about it, next year when people ask me what I
want for Christmas, the best answer might be a brand new year. I
actually can’t think of any . © 2018 Jan Keller

E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  TO DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a
unique patchwork of memories, friendships,
joys, and challenges. In each of these books,

syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to
earth and refreshingly transparent as she
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs

and struggles in a heart-warming
way that will touch you forever. You’ll

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love.

SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO 80831.

Pieces From My Heart
by Jan Keller

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Foil-Wrapped Pork Chop Supper
Submitted by Ann Terrazas, El Paso, TX

heavy aluminum foil 4 pork chops, trimmed (bone-in tastier)
1 pkg. dry Lipton onion soup mix 2-3 baby carrots, cut to 1-inch pieces
1 large potato, cut to 1-inch pieces 2 tablespoons butter
salt pepper

Line 9x3” glass casserole dish with large piece of foil. Place pork chops on foil. 
Sprinkle chops with onion soup mix and cover with vegetables. Dot with butter 
pieces and add salt and pepper. Add another piece of foil on top and seal 
securely to hold in juices. Bake in 350° oven for about 1 to 1 1/4 hours.

HHaappppyy VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss
DDaayy FFrroomm TThhee

CCoouunnttrryy RReeggiisstteerr
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Love & Marriage
by Lesley R. Nuttall

One Couple’s Journey
Love is a universal desire. We all want to be loved! An

old song’s words are: “Love and marriage, love and
marriage, go together like a horse and carriage” and it’s
true—you can’t have one without the other. “They” also
say that opposites attract. In our case, it’s true. My
husband, Craig and I are complete opposites. He is a very
outgoing, happy and funny city boy, whereas I have
always been a quiet, more reserved farm girl. 

We began our life-long journey about 58 years ago
(and counting) with Craig trying to sell me a used vehicle.
He was a handsome young man who lived across the
street from my Grandparents. My sister, Julie and I were
staying with our Grandparents in town so we could have
summer jobs, as we lived eight miles out in the country.
Craig offered us a ride to work one morning and told me he had a used vehicle he
wanted me to look at. He offered to pick me up after work.

Incidentally, I had no drivers licence, didn’t know how to drive, and had no
money for a car, but he was a good salesman! He picked me up after work in a
cute little blue, 1956 Plymouth and drove out to a back road with little to no traffic.
I climbed in behind the wheel and Craig began giving me driving lessons. After
about an hour, I think he realized there would be no sale here.

He didn’t let that distract him, and he asked me out on a date. He took me to a
July 1st celebration in a neighboring town. There were only a few attractions, so
Craig decided a boat ride would be fun. Now, you can picture me sitting in the
boat in my favorite dress, feeling out of place. In those days, we didn’t wear slacks
on dates or even to school.

Once we had been on the lake for about an hour, it seemed like we had been
circling the same island for quite some time. Dark clouds were rolling in, and the
water was becoming choppy. Craig admitted he thought we were lost. He finally
seemed to maneuver the boat in the right direction, but by this time we had a
gathering of seagulls above that were swooping down at me. Craig was bravely
trying to scare them off with the boat oar. I remember thinking to myself, “This will
be our first and last date!” 

Once we were safely back on shore and becoming a little more comfortable with
each other, he asked me if I would give him another chance and have a more tradi-
tional date. After all, he was fun to be with and very good looking! So, I said, “yes.”

Our courtship went smoothly over the following months. He showered me with
trinkets and flowers; and after six months, he gave me a beautiful heart shaped
black Alaskan diamond ring for Christmas. The time had come to meet his mother
and brother’s family. They lived four hours away in Port Arthur, now known as
Thunder Bay, Ontario.

As he drove, little did we know we would start a tradition that we still do today.
As we drove through a covered bridge, he gently squeezed my hand and said, “I
love you!” Of course by this time I was smitten, and said, “I love you too!” To this
day, every time we go under a bridge or underpass, we say I love you, and the
other replies, ditto. If there are two under passes in a short distance, it’s ditto, ditto.

Our fate was sealed on Valentines Day, 1961, when Craig asked me to marry
him as he presented me with a beautiful diamond ring with little hearts cut into the
sides. We were both happy and feeling very blessed. My parents were already very
fond of Craig so they were pleased to hear our news and looked forward to hearing
about our plans to marry. We planned our wedding date to be August 4th, 1961,
and so the formal journey began.

For a beginning that started out very rocky—in a boat that was rocking because
of the huge waves—I felt life was turning out perfect. As I write this, we have
already celebrated out 56th wedding anniversary, and looking forward to our 60th.
My how time has flown!

Some may ask, “What makes a good marriage?” There are a lot of different
answers to that questions, but here are a few of my answers. There must be tender
and caring feeling towards each other. They must enjoy each others company which
eventually leads to becoming best friends. It’s important to have a common interest,
but it is also import for each to have your own interests to feel fulfilled. 

“What does love look like?” Love is accepting that your partner may not be
perfect, but you accept him/her anyway and are grateful he/she is in your life! And
remember that a marriage relationship is built over time. Nothing happens overnight!

Love is so important, so pass on your love to your family and friends and let
them know you feel blessed that they are in your life. God Bless you and may you
have lots of love in your life!

Next issue I will continue with the wedding, the tragedy and what follows for our journey. 
©2017 Lesley R. Nuttall. Lesley R. Nuttall is the author of “Secrets of Party Planning” 

and lives in Dryden, Ontario, Canada with her husband. lesleyrose@shaw.ca

John Tyler’s First Ladies
by Jan Keller

LETITIA CHRISTIAN TYLER
Letitia Tyler was born in 1790 and was first lady

for 2 years (1841-42). Because she had suffered a
stroke before John Tyler became president, she was
confined to an invalid’s chair. Letitia did join her
husband in Washington and managed the household
from their private quarters, but she turned over the
social planning to her daughter-in-law Priscilla. The
only time Letitia attended an event outside of their
private quarters was when their daughter Elizabeth
married William Waller in the East Room in1842.

Born on a Virginia plantation in 1790, Letitia
tended to be shy and preferred time spent with
family and friends. The Tylers were married on

March 29, 1813. While her husband served in Congress or as governor of Virginia,
she managed their plantation. The couple had eight children, but only 7 survived.

Following a second stroke Letitia died in 1842.

JULIA GARDINER TYLER
Julia Tyler was born 1820 and by her twentieth birthday was a social darling

known as the “Rose of Long Island.” Her prominent and wealthy New York family
travelled to Washington, D.C. to spend the 1841-42 social season, where Julia
where Julia became the darling of the capital by attracting the city’s prominent men
including President Tyler, a widower since September.

Tyler first proposed to Julia in February 1843, but she didn’t consent until her
father was killed in an accident a year later. Tyler became the very first president to
marry while in office when they took their vows in
New York City on June 26, 1844. When the news
became public, it met with keen interest, as well as
criticism over the 30-year age difference.

Julia who “reigned” as first lady for the last eight
months of her husband's term, once declared,
“Nothing appears to delight the President more
than...to hear people sing my praises.” Julia enjoyed
lavish parties, and reportedly was the first to direct the
Marine Band to play “Hail to the Chief” when Tyler
arrived at public events.

In 1845 the Tylers retired to their Sherwood Forest
Plantation in Virginia. The couple had 7 children and
Julia was heartbroken by her husband’s death in 1862. 

TYLER PUDDING-PIE RECIPE
This pudding in a pie crust was a popular dessert at the Tyler table.
1/2 cup butter 6 cups sugar
6 eggs 1 cup heavy cream
1 fresh coconut, grated unbaked puff pastry
Cream butter with sugar. Add 6 well-beaten eggs, along with 1 cup heavy cream

and 1 grated coconut. Mix well, and then pour into pie pans lined with puff pastry.
Bake at 450° for 10 minutes, until pastry sets. Then reduce the heat to 350° and
bake another 25 to 30 minutes, or until the pudding-pie is firm. Makes 16 servings.

GENEVA WAFER RECIPE
This historic recipe appeared in the 1887 White House Cook Book.

Served at various White House Receptions during Tyler’s presidency.
Two eggs, three ounces of butter, 3 ounces of flour, 3 ounces of pounded

sugar. Well whisk the eggs, put them in a basin, and stir into them the butter, which
should be beaten to a cream; add the flour and sifted sugar gradually, and then mix
all well together. Butter a baking sheet, and drop on it a teaspoonful of the mixture
at a time, leaving a space between each. Bake in a cool oven; watch the pieces of
paste, and when half done, roll them up like wafers, and put in a small wedge of
bread or piece of wood to keep them in shape. Return them to the oven until crisp.
Before serving, remove the bread, put a spoonful of preserves in the widest end,
and fill up with whipped cream.

Ph
ot

o 
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n

Ph
ot

o 
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n



Page 20 Jan/Feb 2018
Cannon Falls

- The Minnesota Country Register -

Located
in a scenic
town only
about 35
miles south
of St. Paul
and forty
miles north
of Rochester,
this one of a
kind stamp

and scrapbook shop calls Cannon Falls, Minnesota
home. CF Stamps, a family owned business, brings
stampers and scrapbookers high-quality products from a
wide variety of companies. They carry a full array of
papers, stamping and scrapbooking products and
accessories, inks and other related items.

Char, the proud owner of CF Stamps Etc., has been
stamping for 25+ years and scrapbooking for over 16
years. She loves stamping and all that it entails! When
you see her creations, that adorn the shop, they are
truly works of art! If you are looking for some inspiration
and great new ideas, Char’s creations are sure to get

your creative
juices flowing.

Looking to
start stamping, or
learn some new
techniques? CF
Stamps Etc. offers
many different
classes through-
out the year. All
materials are sup-
plied for classes.

On occasion they’ll
have you bring some
items though. The excit-
ing twist is the 15% off
any product promoted
during the class! Make
sure to check out the
website to see the up-
coming schedule of
classes. If you have a
specific technique you
are interested in learning

let them know! They can customize a class just for you
and your friends. Just remember the minimum class size
for a custom class is 4.

If you can’t make one of the classes, but would like
to utilize the roomy tables and open space, they have
table space just for you! Tables are available on a first-
come basis for you to work on your projects!

Make sure to visit CF Stamps Etc.’s website,
www.cfstampsetc.com, to see the latest in classes,
contests, discount offers and find some great inspiration.
Find them on Facebook as well! Better yet, drop in and
say “hi” to Char today. CF Stamps Etc. is located at
1147 - 4th Street
South in Cannon Falls.

The shop is open
Tuesday-Friday

9:00am - 5:30pm and
Saturday

9:00am - 4:00pm.
Make sure to call dur-
ing inclement weather
to make sure they are
open, 507-263-4220!

Spotlight...CF Stamps Etc.
In the
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Visit Your

Local
Quilt Shop
Day

LLiiffee HHaacckk
Christmas is over and it’s time

to store our Christmas trees, 
decorations, lights, wrapping paper,
ribbons and bows away for another
year! It’s always a trick to store

your wrapping paper without ripping
or crinkling it. You can try tape, but
next year that always leaves me ripping
the paper to get it open! This “life
hack” is easy as pie! Everyone has

old toilet paper holders. Just cut one
of those and open it up. Slide the
tube of wrapping paper in it and
you’re all set for another year!


